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Consultation Note:

IAA Aeronautical Notice U 04, pursuant to Regulation (EU) 2019/947, already provides for
Visual Line of Sight (VLOS) UAS operations over Cork City, within the Control Zone (CTR),
subject to certain conditions. To ensure the safe conduct of Beyond Visual Line of Sight
(BVLOS) operations over Cork City, a temporary Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS)
Geographical Zone (UGZ) will be established which sets out additional conditions to be met
by UAS operators to gain an entry authorisation.

As an interim measure, pending the implementation of U-space (as defined in Regulation
(EVU) 2021/664), there is a proposal to make this temporary UGZ (T2) permanent, therefore,
the Irish Aviation Authority is conducting a targeted consultation of airspace users on the
proposed establishment of a permanent UGZ in the Cork City area to support BVLOS
operations.

The purpose of this targeted consultation is to invite feedback from airspace users, on the
transition from the temporary UGZ T2 structure to a permanent UGZ. The proposed
permanent UGZ maintains the established lateral boundaries, vertical limits, and associated
access permission processes for UAS operators, with the aim of ensuring safe, expeditious
and coordinated UAS activity in the area.

We welcome your views and encourage you to participate by completing the online
consultation form. The deadline for submissions is 17:00hrs on 14 03 2026.

If you experience any difficulties using the Microsoft Forms platform, please contact us at
consultation@iaa.ie

*This email address should not be used for submissions.

Thank you for taking time to provide your views on the proposed airspace change within
Cork CTR.
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Cork CTR - Proposal of permanent UAS Geographical
Zone

1.1 Executive Summary

IAA Aeronautical Notice U 04, pursuant to Regulation (EU) 2019/947, already provides for the
VLOS UAS operations over Cork City (within the Control Zone (CTR)), subject to certain
conditions. To ensure the safe conduct of BVLOS operations over Cork City, a UGZ will be
established which sets out additional conditions to be met by UAS operators to gain entry
authorisation

As an interim measure, pending the implementation of U-space (as defined in Regulation
(EU) 2021/664), there is a proposal to make this temporary UGZ (T2) permanent, therefore,
the Irish Aviation Authority is conducting a targeted consultation of airspace users on the
proposed establishment of a permanent UGZ in the Cork City area to support BVLOS
operations.

This proposed permanent UGZ is intended to align with the operational footprint of
Temporary UGZ T2, to be established under Aeronautical Notice U.04 Issue 29.6, which is
valid from 6th February 2026 and will be active from 14 February 2026 to 13 May 2026.

The purpose of this targeted consultation is to invite feedback from airspace users, on the
transition from the temporary UGZ T2 structure to a permanent UGZ. The proposed
permanent UGZ maintains the established lateral boundaries, vertical limits, and associated
access-permission processes for UAS operators, with the aim of ensuring safe, expeditious
and coordinated UAS activity in the area.

1.2 Background and Purpose
This consultation supports the introduction of a structured permanent airspace arrangement
to enable routine BVLOS operations in Cork City while ensuring:

e Maintenance of a high level of safety.

e Appropriate deconfliction with other airspace users.

e Compliance with national UAS geographical-zone direction under U.04 Issue 29.6.

e Expeditious and standardised coordination with Cork Airport ATC.

The proposed permanent UGZ overlays the same area used for BVLOS operations and is
defined by the airspace volume published as Temporary UGZ T2.

1.3 Description of the Proposed UGZ

Relationship with UGZ T2 Under U.04

Temporary UGZ T2, active from 14/02/2026 to 13/05/2026, is already established as the
required airspace volume for BVLOS operations in Cork. This consultation proposes to
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establish a corresponding permanent UGZ structure that:
e Uses UGZ T2's airspace footprint as its basis,

e Provides clarity and transparency through public consultation.

Geographic Scope

This permanent UGZ is defined based on the UGZ T2 operational area coordinates specified
in Appendix A) and includes:

e Area: Cork South operational area.
e Vertical Limits: Up to 400ft AMSL, consistent with the BVLOS operational parameters.

e Excluded Area: U45 Cork Prison, a permanently published UAS Geographical Zone
under U.04, remains strictly prohibited.

e Operating Hours: Daily 08:00-22:00 (local time).

Relation to Existing Airspace

The proposed permanent UGZ overlays portions of UGZ U33, and within the confines of UGZ
U61_A which continues to be managed through AirNav Ireland (ANI) Air Traffic Control (ATC)
at Cork Airport under existing procedures.

1.4  Access & Permission Process

To ensure safe integration of BVLOS operations with other UAS activity:

e Prior Permission Required: All UAS operators intending to operate within or transit the
UGZ must obtain permission from ANI ATC at Cork Airport no later than 2 days before
the planned activity.

e UF101 Submission: Applications must be submitted via suaairspace@airnav.ie.

Coordination: ANI ATC at Cork Airport will coordinate approval with the BVLOS
operator

1.5 Safety Framework

The BVLOS operator’s layered safety framework includes:
e Geofencing
e Contingency and abort corridors
e Ground-risk buffers

e Flight Termination System (FTS)
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1.6 Real-Time Coordination & Emergency Procedures
e Daily start- and end-of-operations coordination will occur between the BVLOS
operator and ANI ATC at Cork Airport.

e ANI ATC at Cork Airport retains authority to suspend operations immediately (e.g., for
State Flights, HEMS, SAR, Coast Guard, or An Garda Siochana operations).

e The BVLOS operator may require up to 15 minutes to vacate the airspace during
emergency suspension.

1.7 Consultation Process

Key Principles

This consultation is conducted according to the following principles:
o Safety as the primary consideration.
e Compliance with EU and Irish regulatory frameworks.

e Airspace user stakeholder engagement during the permanent airspace-change
process.

Required Steps Reflected in This Consultation

This consultation reflects the following steps:
e Defining the operational need, scope, and objectives (BVLOS integration in Cork).
e A structured consultation period allowing airspace user stakeholder feedback.

e Airspace Regulatory assessment following consultation.

1.8  How to Respond

Airspace user Stakeholders are invited to provide comments on:
e The alignment of the proposed permanent UGZ with Temporary UGZ T2,
e The proposed boundary and vertical limits,
e Coordination procedures
e Emergency procedures,
e Potential impacts on aviation operations
Submit Comments via :

e Online MS Form linked to this Document
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Cork CTA - UAS Geographical Zone
Consultation

Late submissions will not be considered.
1.9 Next Steps

After the consultation closes:
o All feedback will be reviewed in accordance with IAA processes.
e Adjustments to the proposed permanent UGZ may be made where appropriate.

e Final permanent UGZ details will be promulgated through the IAA and national
aeronautical-information channels.
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2. Appendix A — Proposed UGZ

Latitude Decimal Degrees

Longitude Decimal Degrees

51.9271 -8.440943993
51.92704 -8.440146993
51.92687 -8.439393993

51.9227 -8.426198274
51.91853 -8.413004992
51.91834 -8.412495993
51.91809 -8.412051993
51.91779 -8.411684993
51.90821 -8.401802386
51.89863 -8.391923992
51.89823 -8.391604993

51.8978 -8.391427992
51.88795 -8.389108993
51.87047 -8.384639993
51.87008 -8.384599992

51.8697 -8.384673993
51.86933 -8.384858993
51.86899 -8.385149993
51.86869 -8.385536993
51.86413 -8.392566993
51.86387 -8.393048992
51.86367 -8.393600992
51.85975 -8.407339692
51.85582 -8.421075993
51.85567 -8.421799992
51.85562 -8.422557993
51.85578 -8.438945443
51.85594 -8.455332993
51.85597 -8.455872992
51.85605 -8.456396993

51.86 -8.474804993
51.86018 -8.475430993
51.86044 -8.475985992
51.86076 -8.476444993
51.86113 -8.476790993
51.86953 -8.482911848
51.87793 -8.489034992
51.87803 -8.489104992
51.89127 -8.497420992
51.89159 -8.497576992
51.89193 -8.497647993

51.9032 -8.498535993
51.90331 -8.498539992
51.90339 -8.498539992
51.90384 -8.498461992
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Latitude Decimal Degrees Longitude Decimal Degrees

51.90426 -8.498231993
51.91512 -8.490176993
51.91535 -8.489977993
51.91541 -8.489922992
51.91543 -8.489894992
51.91576 -8.489496993
51.91581 -8.489412993
51.91606 -8.488972993
51.92543 -8.468960993
51.92543 -8.468947992
51.92561 -8.468534992
51.92575 -8.468082992
51.92578 -8.467971993
51.92589 -8.467344993
51.92592 -8.466860993
51.92592 -8.466861993
51.92709 -8.441278993

51.9271 -8.441027993

Coordinates

Areaof T2
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