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IAA APPROVAL OR ACCEPTANCE OF AIRCREW (PILOT) EXAMINER 
INITIAL STANDARDISATION AND REFRESHER TRAINING COURSES 

 
1. Introduction:  

 

1.1.  The requirements for the initial Issue, revalidation or renewal of an Aircrew Examiner Certificate 
are set out in the EU Aircrew Regulation (Commission Regulation (EU) No. 1178/2011 of 3 
November 2011 (as amended)) which is available on the European Aviation Safety Agency 
(EASA) website under the regulations tab here: Regulations | EASA (europa.eu)  

 

1.2. The EU Aircrew Regulation requires that an applicant for an Aircrew (Pilot) Examiner 
Certificate shall undertake a Standardisation Course (a training course) which is provided 
by: 
a) The Competent Authority issuing the Examiner Certificate; or, 
b) An Approved Training Organisation (ATO) which has an approved arrangement with the 

Competent Authority issuing the Examiner Certificate.  
 

1.3. Where an Examiner Standardisation course provided at an ATO is approved by the IAA, the 
course remains under the management system of the IAA and is subject to ongoing 
surveillance. 

 

1.4. The IAA shall only accept applications for the approval of Examiner Standardisation courses 
from: 

 

a) Suitably staffed and resourced IAA-approved ATOs, or  
b) ATOs located in 3rd countries, which are approved by EASA and where such an 

arrangement is deemed necessary for the upkeep of the population of IAA-certified 
examiners in a particular area or for a particular class or type of aircraft. 

 
Note: Acceptance of an application from an EASA ATO will be subject to the availability of IAA 
inspectorate resources and will be subject to applicable charges and travel expenses as necessary. 

 
2. Application Process; 

 

2.1 ATOs requesting approval of an Examiner Standardisation course shall be suitably resourced 
with appropriately qualified examiner tutors and training materials.  
 

2.2 An ATO may request information from the IAA about approval of an Examiner 
Standardisation course by sending an email to examiners@iaa.ie with brief details of the 
following: 

a) The name/approval number of the ATO and list of approved courses; 
b) The specific examiner standardisation course(s) required; 
c) Name of main contact person (usually the Head of Training / Chief Flying Instructor / 

Chief Examiner tutor).  
 

http://www.iaa.ie/
https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/regulations/aircrew
mailto:examiners@iaa.ie
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2.3 Application Notes:  
 

a) ATOs should note that the IAA may elect not to approve an Examiner Standardisation 
course if it is deemed that the ATO does not have sufficient resources or qualified 
personnel or if such approval would put an undue burden on the IAA’s resources;  

b) When the IAA approves an Examiner Standardisation course at an ATO, a Letter of 
Arrangement shall be issued to the ATO. Such arrangements shall be for a maximum 
period of three years after which time a new application is required; 

c) The IAA will generally conduct the Assessment of Competence prior to Examiner 
Certificate issue. Assessments of Competence conducted at locations outside Ireland, 
may require a significant period of prior planning;   

d) Charges for the initial approval and continued oversight of an examiner course and/or for 
the conduct of an Assessment of Competence shall be calculated in accordance with the 
prevailing IAA schedule of charges and advised to the ATO during the applicable 
application process;  

e) Attendance of an IAA licence / certificate holder on an initial or refresher examiner 
standardisation course needs to be accepted in writing by the IAA in advance; 

f) Additionally, for initial courses, in every case, the IAA pre-requisites approval form must 
be submitted to the IAA for approval prior to commencement of the course. This form is 
available here:  ECON.ACW.F.399E Prerequisites for Examiner request form. 

 
3. Acceptance of an Examiner Standardisation course at an ATO which is approved by the 

Competent Authority of another EASA Member State 
 

3.1 Subject to prior approval, the IAA may accept, an Examiner Standardisation or Refresher training 
course conducted at an ATO approved by another EASA Member State for the issue, 
revalidation, renewal or extension of privilege of an Examiner Certificate to the holder of an IAA 
issued licence.  

3.2. Such training course(s) shall be approved by the competent authority of the EASA Member 
State  that approved the ATO and shall comply with the requirements of the Aircrew Regulation, 
specifically FCL.1015 and include the requirements in the EASA Examiner Differences 
Document (EDD) for Ireland.  

3.3. To initiate this prior acceptance process, the ATO point of contact  should send a request to the 
IAA FCL office by email (examiners@iaa.ie) at least 30 days in advance of the proposed initial or 
refresher standardisation course commencement date with the following details:  

a) EASA ATO Approval Certificate;  
b) Evidence of ATO approval to carry out EASA Examiner Standardisation/Refresher 

Course;    
c) Outline of the proposed course listing compliance with FCL.1015 and the EDD for 

Ireland; 
d) Proposed Examiner Candidate Name(s) and IAA licence number(s). 

3.4. The requirements at paragraph 2.3 of this PLAM shall apply as applicable to each case.  
 

NOTE: The acceptance of Examiner Standardisation Courses approved by another EASA Member State are issued 
on a case-by-case basis. The acceptance of these courses in any particular case does not constitute an ongoing 
IAA approval. In each case the ATO must seek prior approval of the IAA before commencing a standardisation 
course with an IAA licence holder.  

Further information about the standardisation requirements and procedures for Aircrew Examiners 
conducting Tests, Checks or Assessments on IAA licence holders are available on the IAA website here : 

Flight Examiners 
  

  

https://www.iaa.ie/publications/docs/default-source/publications/forms/personnel-licensing-forms/pilots-and-cabin-crew-licensing/econ-acw-f-399e-prerequisites-for-examiner-request-form
mailto:examiners@iaa.ie
https://www.iaa.ie/personnel-licensing/flight-examiners

