
Irish Aviation Authority 
The Times Building 
11–12 D’Olier Street 
Dublin 2, Ireland 
www.iaa.ie 
 
 

Údarás Eitlíochta  
na hÉireann 
Foirgneamh na hAmanna 
11–12 Sráid D’Olier 
Baile Átha Cliath 2, Éire 
 
 

 
 
AAM No. 17 
Revision: 00 
Date: 17.12.2025 

 

 

IRISH AVIATION AUTHORITY  Page 1 of 2 
  

Title: Applying for a Mode S code  
Advisory Memoranda are provided for information purposes only and must not be misconstrued as formally 
adopted Acceptable Means of Compliance (AMC) or as Guidance Material (GM).  

1. Introduction 
This AAM gives guidance to registered owners of aircraft who want to apply for a Mode S code 
for an aircraft which is already registered. It does not affect the normal registration process, 
where a Mode S code can be applied for at time of registration. 
 
Mode S is a type of transponder technology used in aviation to enhance aircraft visibility and 
communication with air traffic control. It requires a unique 24-bit aircraft address, which identifies 
the aircraft within the airspace system. 
 
2. Mode S code 
Aircraft equipped with a Mode S transponder must have that transponder programmed with a 
code unique to the aircraft. This is normally done at time of registration, but if the aircraft is to 
be upgraded with a Mode S transponder, the code can be requested using the form below. 
 
The use of portable iConspicuity devices is becoming increasingly popular. The same code as 
assigned to the aircraft may be used in a portable device. If the aircraft does not have an installed 
Mode S transponder, then a Mode S code for a portable device may be requested using the 
form below.  
 
Once coded with a Mode S code for the aircraft, the portable device may not be carried in 
another aircraft until it is recoded to that aircraft’s Mode S code.  
 
Portable devices must comply with any applicable EU regulations regarding product safety.  
 
3. Aircraft radio station licence 
Any device transmitting on the “air band” frequency from an aircraft must be listed on the aircraft 
radio station licence issued by the Commission for Communications regulation 
(www.comreg.ie). The aircraft registered owner is responsible for ensuring that all devices are 
correctly listed on the licence – this includes portable devices transmitting Mode S codes.  
  

http://www.iaa.ie/
http://www.comreg.ie/
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To: IAA, Aircraft Registration and Design Control Division  (registration@iaa.ie) 

 

I request to have a Mode S code issued to my aircraft.    

  

Aircraft Registration:  

Aircraft Type:  

 

(Tick) 

 The aircraft will have a Mode S transponder installed. 

 

 I will use the Mode S code in a portable/handheld iConspicuity device.  

 

Evidence of the correct coding of the device must be submitted to the IAA once complete.  

 

I confirm that I understand that the aircraft radio station licence must include all equipment transmitting 

on the “air band” frequency.  

 

 

Registered Owner (name)  _________________________ 

Registered Owner (signature) _________________________ 

Date:     __________ 

http://www.iaa.ie/
mailto:registration@iaa.ie

