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INTRODUCTION

This memorandum serves to remind air traffic controllers (ATCOs) and Air Navigation Service
Providers (ANSPs) of their obligations under International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO)
Annex 1 containing Standards and Recommended Practices, European Commission (EU)
Regulations and national legislation Statutory Instrument (S.I.) No. 305 of 2008 European
Communities (Air Traffic Controller Licence) Regulations 2008.

It also introduces a process that ATCOs and ANSPs shall follow when an ATCO is exercising the
privileges of the licence (unit endorsement, On the Job Training Instructor (OJTI), Synthetic
Training Device Instructor (STDI)) in one or more ANSP or Training Organisation (TO).

1. REFERENCES

e |ICAO Annex 1

e Regulation (EU) 2018/1139

e Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2025/1044

e Commission Regulation (EU) 2015/340 (as amended)
e Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2017/373

e S.I. No. 305 of 2008 European Communities (Air Traffic Controller Licence) Regulations
2008.

2. Detail

1. The Irish Aviation Authority (IAA) in its capacity as the National Competent Authority(NCA),
is the competent authority for the purposes of Regulation (EU) 2018/1139, Commission
Regulation (EU) 2015/340 (as amended) & Commission Delegated Regulation (EU)
2025/1044.

2. Licences, ratings and endorsements issued in accordance with the relevant provisions of
national legislation based on European Communities Directive 2006/23/EC and licences,
ratings and endorsements issued in accordance with appealed Regulation (EU) No
805/2011 shall be deemed to have been issued in accordance with the European
Commission Regulations outlined at point 3.1.

3. Air Navigation Service Provider Responsibilities

1. Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2017/373, ATS.OR.215 - Licensing and medical
certification requirements for air traffic controllers’ states "An air traffic services provider
shall ensure that air traffic controllers are properly licensed and hold a valid medical
certificate, in accordance with Commission Regulation (EU) 2015/340".

2. ANSPs shall ensure that the air traffic control services it provides are performed by licence
holders who hold a valid air traffic control licence with unit endorsements appropriate to

( IRISH AVIATION AUTHORITY | IAA.IE Page | 1




Aeronautical Services ASAM

Advisory Memorandum

No: 005
IAA (AsAV issue 6

Focal Point: ANSP Date 19.11.2025

Information on Statutory responsibilities of ATC Licence Holders and Air Navigation Service

Titl
e Providers

the privileges being exercised for the designated airspace within which that service is
being provided. ANSPs who knowingly fail to comply with this, commit an offence in
accordance with S.I. No. 305 of 2008 European Communities (Air Traffic Controller Licence)
Regulations 2008.

4. Provisional inability

In accordance with Commission Regulation (EU) 2015/340 ATCO.B.025 Unit competence scheme,
ANSPs must have procedures to deal with cases of provisional inability and to enable licence
holders to notify the provider that they have become aware of any decrease in medical fitness or
are under the influence of a psychoactive substance or medicines which might render them
unable to exercise the privileges of their licence or other reasons when having doubts of being
able to safely exercise the privileges of their licence.

(No further text on this page)
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Involved in an Occurrence categorised as Yes
RI or SMI

Temporary Pl due to Medical condition No
including self-declaration of medicine use

in accordance with ATCO.MED.A.020

Decrease in medical fitness.

Psychoactive substance detected under Yes
the ANSP PUPS approved procedure.

ATCO declared Pl due to a Psychoactive Yes
substance

A failed competence assessment Yes
conducted in accordance the UCS

When there is doubt about the Yes
competence of an ATCO related to a unit
endorsement or licence endorsement.

Table 1
5. English language proficiency level 4

1. An English language proficiency level 4 licence endorsement is valid for three years from
the date of assessment (ATCO.B.035(a)(1)) and must be revalidated within the three
months immediately preceding its expiry. ANSPs are therefore expected to ensure that
appropriate training and assessment mechanisms are in place to support the timely
revalidation or renewal of such endorsements, in accordance with the requirements of s
ATCO.B.040 and ATCO.B.035.

2. In accordance with ATCO.B.045 of Commission Regulation (EU) 2015/340, ANSPs are
required to make available language training to maintain the required level of language
proficiency for air traffic controllers who hold a language proficiency endorsement at
operational level (Level 4). This obligation also extends to licence holders who do not have
the opportunity to apply their language skills on a regular basis.

3. The holder of a student ATC licence or an ATC licence who fails an English language
proficiency test shall not provide an air traffic control service even though the previous
certificate held may not have expired.
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6.

The language proficiency endorsement

The language proficiency endorsement must be valid for the ATCO or student ATCO to
exercise the privileges of their licence, as stipulated in ATCO.B.030(a).

7.

1.

Unit endorsements in multiple units.

Where an ATCO holds a valid unit endorsement(s) with more than one ANSP they shall
ensure they inform all ANSPs of this.

. When an ATCO declares PI, or Pl has been declared on them, they shall inform all ANSPs

for which they hold a valid unit endorsement for.

. Where an ATCO holds a valid unit endorsement(s) with more than one ANSP, each ANSP

having been made aware, shall establish and maintain a formal, documented process to
ensure that the exercising of licence privileges does not compromise the safety of
operations within either organisation. This process shall support the safe and coordinated
management of the ATCO's operational activities across all ANSPs.

Each ANSP shall share relevant information that may affect the ATCO's ability to safely
exercise the privileges of their licence. This includes, but is not limited to:

a. Reports or assessments relating to fatigue risk.
b. Records of duty and rest periods.
c. Notifications or declarations of provisional inability.

Where provisional inability of a licence has been declared under Commission Regulation
(EU) 2015/340 Part ATCO.A.015, the responsible ANSP shall ensure that this information is
communicated without delay to other ANSPs in accordance with the documented process
in para 7 (4)

The processes shall be objective, transparent, and non-discriminatory in accordance with
just culture principles and shall include:

a. The method and timescale for notification,
b. The responsible points of contact within each ANSP,
c. Data protection and confidentiality safeguards consistent with applicable legislation.

In the event that an ANSP declares provisional inability on the licence of an ATCO, any
other ANSP with whom the ATCO holds a valid unit endorsement shall conduct a
documented risk assessment. This assessment shall evaluate whether the ATCO can
continue to perform operational duties at that unit, taking into account relevant medical
information, rating competence, operational context, and safety considerations.

Each ANSP shall maintain a record of information and/or action taken, if applicable.
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8. Air Traffic Controller Responsibilities

1.

An ATCO or student ATCO shall hold only one licence and one medical certificate, issued
by a European Member State.

. Air traffic control services shall only be provided by ATCOs qualified and licensed in

accordance with extant European Commission Regulations . A person who provides or
attempts to provide an air traffic control service without an appropriate ATC licence
commits an offence.

The exercise of the privileges granted by a licence shall be dependent on the ratings and
rating endorsements, validity of the unit and licence endorsements, and of the medical
certificate, unless the medical certificate is not required in accordance with para 8 (4)

The licence shall be accompanied by a valid medical certificate, except when instructor or
assessor privileges are exercised in a synthetic training device environment.

Licence holders shall not exercise the privileges of their licence when having doubts about
being able to safely exercise the privileges of the licence and shall in such cases
immediately notify the relevant ANSP of the provisional inability to exercise the privileges
of their licence.

A licence must be available for inspection by an authorised officer of the I1AA.

Where a competent authority suspends or revokes a licence, rating, or endorsement in
accordance with Commission Regulation (EU) 2015/340, s ATCO.A.020 and
ATCO.AR.D.005:

a. The ATCO shall immediately cease exercising the privileges of the suspended or
revoked licence.

b. Inaccordance with S.I. No. 305 of 2008 (19). Where a licence is suspended or
revoked under Regulation 18, the holder shall immediately surrender it to the
supervisory {competent} authority. Where a rating or endorsement is suspended
under Regulation 18(1)(a) the licence holder shall immediately submit the licence to
the supervisory {competent} authority for amendment. A holder who fails, without
reasonable excuse, to comply with a requirement under this Regulation commits an
offence and is liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding €2,000.

9. Medical General

1.

A licence holder shall not at any time hold more than one medical certificate issued in
accordance with part ATCO.MED. of Commission Regulation (EU) 2015/340. Initial
examination shall be conducted at an AMC (Aeromedical Centre), and initial/subsequent
certificates will be issued by the AMS (Aeromedical Section). Renewal and revalidation
examinations may be carried out by the AME (Authorised Medical Examiner) or AMC at
the discretion of AMS.

. A holder of a student ATC licence or an ATC licence shall not provide an air traffic control

service unless they hold a valid medical certificate for the appropriate category.
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3. A holder of a student ATC licence or an ATC licence shall not provide an air traffic control
service under supervision unless they hold a valid class 3 medical certificate.

4. The holder of a student ATC licence or an ATC licence who fails a medical examination
shall not provide an air traffic control service even though the previous medical certificate
held may not have expired.

5. The holder of a student ATC licence or an ATC licence who fails a medical examination or
has any medical limitations or conditions placed on their medical certificate shall notify
their ANSP(s).

10. Decrease in Medical Fitness

1. Licence holders shall not exercise the privileges of their licence at any time when they:

a. are aware of any decrease in their medical fitness which might render them unable
to safely exercise those privileges;

b. take or use any prescribed or non-prescribed medication which is likely to interfere
with the safe exercise of the privileges of the licence;

c. receive any medical, surgical or other treatment that is likely to interfere with the
safe exercise of the privileges of the licence

2. In addition to requirements laid down in para 9 (1), holders of a class 3 medical certificate
shall, without undue delay and before exercising the privileges of their licence, seek aero-
medical advice in accordance with ATCO.MED.A.020 (b).Renewal of Medical Certificate.

3. The renewal of a medical certificate is the process whereby a medical examination is
carried out following expiry of the current medical certificate. The new medical certificate
will be issued with validity from the date of renewal for the appropriate period of one or
two years, date to date.

11. Offences and Penalties

A person who commits an offence under extant regulations is liable on summary conviction
to a fine or imprisonment or both.

End
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