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References
•

EASA Guidelines on the issue and use of EC declarations of conformity,
suitability for use and verification of systems - (Document Ref: EASAFS.4/ATM/ANS-TeB/2-2019)

•

REGULATION (EU) 2018/1139 of the European Parliament and of the Council of
4 July 2018, on common rules in the field of civil aviation and establishing a
European Union Aviation Safety Agency, and amending Regulations (EC) No
2111/2005, (EC) No 1008/2008, (EU) No 996/2010, (EU) No 376/2014 and
Directives 2014/30/EU and 2014/53/EU of the European Parliament and of the
Council, and repealing Regulations (EC) No 552/2004 and (EC) No 216/2008 of
the European Parliament and of the Council and Council Regulation (EEC) No
3922/91

•

REGULATION (EC) No 552/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council
OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL of 10 March 2004,
on the interoperability of the European Air Traffic Management network (the
interoperability Regulation)

Purpose
Following the entry into force of Regulation (EU) 2018/1139, Regulation (EC) No
552/2004 (i.e. the interoperability Regulation) has been repealed. EASA have
recently developed guidelines, to assist individuals who are involved in the issue of
EC declarations relating to the conformity assessment of European Air Traffic
Management Network (EATMN) constituents. The purpose of this memorandum is
to highlight the following EASA conformity assessment guidance material.

3.

Introduction
Regulation (EU) 2018/1139 repealed Regulation (EC) No 552/2004, i.e. the
interoperability Regulation.
However, in accordance with Regulation (EU) 2018/1139; Article 139(2), Articles 4,
5, 6, 6a and 7, as well Annexes III and IV in the interoperability Regulation remain
applicable for a limited time. These Articles address the establishment of Community
specifications, and the verification of compliance with the Essential Requirements
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and the relevant implementing rules for interoperability 1, including the
implementation of safeguarding measures against non-compliance. Additionally,
Annexes III and IV detail the nature and content of the EC declarations, as well as
the accompanying documentation, e.g. the technical file.
In accordance with Article 139(4), any reference made to the interoperability
Regulation is a reference to equivalent provisions of the EASA Basic Regulation; in
particular, this also applies to
a) References to the Essential Requirements previously included in Annex II
to Regulation (EC) No 552/2004, which should be interpreted as a
reference to Annex VIII, and where applicable Annex VII, to the Basic
Regulation;
b) Systems and constituents that are expected to meet such Essential
Requirements, which were previously contained in Annex I to Regulation
(EC) No 552/2004 and are now described in Point 3.1 of Annex VIII to the
Basic Regulation.
A traceability between the Essential Requirements of the interoperability Regulation
and the EASA Basic Regulation is provided in Annex 1 of this memorandum. It
should be noted that the revised Essential Requirements remain similar in terms of
nature and granularity. Therefore, it is recommended that for the sake of simplicity,
EC declarations not be issued retroactively, i.e. EATMN systems and constituents
configuration implemented before the interoperability Regulation was repealed are
still considered suitable for use.
4.

Guidelines for Conformity Assessment
4.1. General Guidelines for Conformity Assessment
No later than 12 September 2023, the European Commission will publish detailed
rules for conformity assessment. It should be noted that the transition
arrangements defined in Regulation (EU) 2018/1139; Article 139(2) ensure the
applicability of the existing EC declaration mechanisms until a new conformity
assessment framework is adopted.
Until the publication of new rules on conformity assessment, it should be noted
that:
a) Article 5 of the interoperability Regulation remains applicable to
manufacturers or its authorised representatives in respect of constituents.
Therefore, the issuance of EC Declarations of Conformity (DoC) or
Suitability for Use (DSU) remains mandatory.

1

Implementing regulations adopted on the basis of Regulation (EC) No 552/2004.
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b) Article 6 of the interoperability Regulation remains applicable to ANS
providers, i.e. providers of ATS, CNS, AIS or MET in respect of ATM/ANS
systems that form part of the EATMN.
c) Article 6a of the interoperability Regulation remains applicable, although the
necessary implementing measures that would enable certification of ground
systems and constituents have never been adopted 2. This means that there
are not established procedures and guidance to apply for and grant
certificates, which makes certification in accordance with Article 6a not
feasible.
Conformity assessment procedures for ATM/ANS constituents should be applied as
follows:
a) EC declarations of conformity or suitability for use (DoC/DSU) of EATMN
constituents issued in accordance with interoperability Regulation before the Basic
Regulation became applicable remain valid, i.e. they do not need to be re-issued,
as long as those constituents are not upgraded.

b) Since the date of applicability of the Basic Regulation, whenever a new
ATM/ANS constituent is placed on the market or an existing ATM/ANS constituent
is upgraded:
i. A new or updated EC declaration of conformity or suitability for use should
be issued;
ii. The declaration should refer to the applicable Essential Requirements defined
in Annex VIII of the EASA Basic Regulation (see Annex I below), and, if
applicable, Annex VII;
iii. The declaration should refer to the relevant Implementing Rules for
interoperability;
iv. The declaration should contain the elements detailed in point 3 of Annex III to
the interoperability Regulation;
v. The declaration may be supported by accompanying documents.

Similarly, the conformity assessment procedures for ATM/ANS providers should be
applied as follows:

2

Regulation (EU) 2018/1139 contemplates the development of rules in support of certification processes, but
this possibility will not be explored until EASA RMT.0161 commences in 2020/Q1.
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a) EC Declaration of Verification (DoV) of EATMN systems issued in accordance
with the interoperability Regulation before the EASA Basic Regulation became
applicable remain valid, i.e. they do not need to be re-issued, as long as those
systems are not upgraded.

b) When a new ATM/ANS system is put into service or an existing ATM/ANS
system is upgraded:
i. A new or updated EC declaration of verification of systems should be issued;
ii. The declaration should refer to the applicable Essential Requirements in
Annex VIII to the EASA Basic Regulation (see Annex I below) and, if
applicable, Annex VII;
iii. The declaration should refer to the relevant Implementing Rules for
interoperability;
iv. The declaration should contain the elements detailed in point 1 of Annex IV to
the interoperability Regulation;
v. The declaration should be accompanied by a technical file as detailed in point
3 of Annex IV to the interoperability Regulation. The technical file must
contain traceability to the requirements that were used for conformity
assessment as determined by the regulatory and Means of Compliance
(MoC) baselines. The traceability to the applicable Essential and
Implementing Rule requirements can be documented in the form of a
compliance matrix.
vi. The declaration and Technical File is to be submitted to ANSD before the new
system is put into service or the upgrade is deployed. The national
supervisory authority may require any additional information necessary to
supervise such compliance.
4.2. Specific Guidelines for the Conformity Assessment of ATM/ANS Systems
and Constituents not previously referenced in Annex I to the Interoperability
Regulation
The previous section applies to EATMN systems and constituents that were
subject to the interoperability Regulation, i.e. included in the list of Annex I to the
interoperability Regulation.
As the EASA Basic Regulation extends the referred to list in Point 3.1 of Annex
VIII, specific consideration must be given to the systems and constituents that are
(planned to be) in service and were not previously subject to the interoperability
Regulation, in particular, systems and constituents that support meteorological
services, other than those related to the use of meteorological information.
In this regard:
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a) Systems and constituents that support meteorological services, not subject to
the interoperability Regulation, but put into service before the EASA Basic
Regulation became applicable do not need to be accompanied by an EC
declaration as long as they are not upgraded.
b) An EC declaration should be issued for new or upgraded ATM/ANS systems
and constituents that support meteorological services that are put into operation
after the EASA Basic Regulation became applicable.
Again, it is recommended that the issuance of EC declarations not be retroactively
extended to such ATM/ANS systems implemented before the interoperability
Regulation was repealed, as such requirement was not applicable at that time.
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ANNEX I – Traceability of Essential Requirements
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