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TITLE:  Travelling by Air, with Personal Electronic Devices (PED) 
containing Lithium and Sodium batteries 

 
1. Introduction 
 
The purpose of this document is to promulgate information to the general public about the current regulations when 
travelling by air with devices containing Lithium Batteries. 
 
2. Why are regulations required ? 
 
Regulations are required to mitigate against the potential risks lithium batteries present, namely, thermal runaway.  
Thermal Runaway is a phenomenon in which the lithium battery enters an uncontrollable, self-heating state. 
 
3. What problems might arise from Thermal Runaway ? 
 
Thermal runaway can result in: 
 
• Ejection of gas, shrapnel and/or particulates (violent cell venting) 
• Extremely high temperatures 
• Smoke 
• Fire 
 
The average passenger, now brings 4 Personal Electronic Devices (PED) onto an aircraft, each containing a Lithium battery, 
such as:  smartphone / laptop / vape or e-cigarettes / rechargeable headphones / power bank / tablets etc. 
 
The most reported thermal runaway incidents involve e-cigarettes and power banks – which are also the most likely to be 
placed in checked baggage – despite being forbidden in checked luggage. 
 
 
4. Warning signs to watch for include: 

 
a. Your device emitting smoke or fumes 
b. Your device heating up 
c. Your device swelling 
d. Your device behaving outside normal parameters 

 
If you notice anything unusual with your device, immediately let a member of Airline / Operator staff 
know. 
 
 
5. Airline / Operator procedures 
Every Airline / Operator has procedures in place to deal with any incidents of thermal runaway.  You should always contact 
a member of Airline / Operator staff if you notice any of the warning signs with any of your devices:  prior to departure or 
during your flight.  The Airline / Operator staff are trained in how to contain the situation. 
 

6. Mobility Aids powered by Lithium 
Mobility aids powered by lithium require the Airline / operator’s approval prior to transport by air.  Some mobility aids are 
forbidden to be transported in the aircraft hold.  Your airline may request specific information on your specific Mobility 
Aid(s) prior to obtaining airline / operator approval.  You should check ahead of travel with your Airline / operator regarding 
their specific procedures for obtaining the required approval.  
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7 – EASA Facts on Lithium Batteries 

 
 
8. What can I bring onboard and in checked-in baggage ? 
Every Airline / operator must adhere to ICAO Annex 18 – The Safe Transport of Dangerous Goods by Air regulations.  An 
individual Airline / operator may have more restrictive limitations in place, so always check with your individual Airline.  
Some States may additionally mandate more restrictive limitations.  Ireland currently have not mandated any State 
Variations. 
 
The January 2026 IATA Table 2.3.A (reproduced on next pages) contain the minimum regulations, with the EXCEPTION of 
new restrictions, mandatory since 27 March 2026, on foot of an ICAO Addendum regarding power banks as follows: 
 
Effective from 27th March 2026, power banks  

• are limited to two per passenger and  
• it is prohibited to recharge power banks onboard an aircraft   
• it is recommended that power banks not charge other devices onboard an aircraft 

 
See also IAA DG Info 004 at passenger-information  
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9 References: 

• ICAO Doc 9284 – Technical Instructions for the Safe Transport of Dangerous Goods by Air  
(latest edition) 

• ICAO Addendum No. 1 Doc 9284-AN/905 2025-2026 Edition 
• IAA DG Info 004 – on ICAO Addendum No. 1 
• IATA Dangerous Goods Regulations (DGR) (latest edition) 
• EASA Facts on Lithium Batteries 
• EASA SIB 2025-03 Passenger and Crew Awareness on the Risks of Lithium Batteries available at 

https://ad.easa.europa.eu/ad/2025-03  
• IATA Safe Travel with Lithium Batteries information available at 

https://www.iata.org/en/youandiata/travelers/batteries/  
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