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Dear Ms Mannion,

Proposed revision to the Slot Sanction Scheme Guidelines

I am writing to you on behalf of the members of IAG (Aer Lingus, British Airways, Iberia
and Vueling) to express our concern about the proposed revision to the guidelines governing
the Slots Sanction Scheme in Ireland, with particular reference to Dublin airport.

Whilst we support a number of the suggested changes, we are extremely worried by the
removal of the text ‘in the past 6 months’ from Section 3.5. Under the revised guidelines, the
coordinator would be able to sanction airlines based on single instances of slot misuse years
apart, which we do not believe to be appropriate for the majority of operators.

If, as we understand it, this change has been prompted by the behaviour of GA/BA operators
at Dublin, we suggest that the guidelines be updated so that the revised text applies only to
these particular operators and not to those of regular scheduled flights. We also recommend
consideration is given to incorporating Section 6.2 of the UK guidelines into the Irish text,
allowing the coordinator to consider the impact a particular instance of misuse had on other
operators and previous behaviour when deciding whether a sanction is appropriate, or at what
level a sanction should be set.

Lastly, although we agree with the revised definition of ‘infention’ as detailed in Section 3.6,
we think the guidelines should include a reference to events beyond an airline’s reasonable
control being able to be used as a defence against a sanction, similar to provisions in the UK.
This would include elements such as exceptional weather conditions, industrial action, air
traffic control delays, and other factors preventing the safe operation of a flight.

Yours sincerelyp

Jonathan Bailey
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