
Dear CAR, 

I'd like the opportunity to respond to the draft decision published by the CAR on April 26th. 
The primary concern is the interpretation of Condition 5 of the planning permission for the 
North Runway and its impacts for future capacity at Dublin Airport.  

"For Summer 2022, the parameters were rolled forward from Summer 2021. This decision 
was reached following a detailed consideration of Condition 5 of the planning permission for 
the North Runway, and its implications for capacity at the airport. The impact of this 
condition remains in line with the conclusions reached in our decision for Summer 2022. As 
the 92 day modelling period defined in Condition 5 of the planning permission for the North 
Runway occurs in the Summer, the constraint will not affect the level of traffic in Winter 
2022. Thus, Condition 5 will not serve to reduce capacity relative to the 2021 capacity 
parameters in Winter 2022." 

The draft decision on Summer 2022 is contained in CAR document CN5/2021 

"As the runway is not expected to be completed before late August 2022, approximately 75 
of the 92 days in the modelling period referred to in Condition 5 will already have elapsed in 
Summer 2022 before Condition 5 is expected to crystallise. Thus, the first full and relevant 92 
day compliance period over which the average specified in Condition 5 could be calculated 
would be no sooner than Summer 2023". 

This interpretation of Condition 5 is contrary to the intentions of An Bord Pleanala and 
contrary to the ongoing planning application by the daa as part of the EU598/2014 process. 
All forecasts supplied by the daa assume a 65 flight limit applied as soon as the North 
Runway is opened.  

Condition 5 is as follows: 

The CAR are confused by the mention of the 92 day modelling period. The condition 
references the further information request received by An Bord Pleanala on Mar 5th, 2007. 
Below is the information request from An Bord Pleanala and the response from the daa: 



The request was to quantify the potential for increase in night flights on the existing 
10R/28L runway which could derive from the growth of air traffic at the airport arising from 
the proposed runway relative to that which would occur without the new runway. This 
request was made to see if there would be an increase in night time flights even if the North 
Runway was not granted planning. 
The answer from the daa (Aer Rianta) was that activity would grow from 45 movements per 
night to 65 movements without the North Runway. But if the North Runway was granted 
planning permission, then the night time activity would grow to 95 flights. 
The daa made reference to the '92 day modelling period' as they delivered their statistics 
using annual figures and the 92 day summer period. This reference is there purely to define 
the average over this period. An Bord Pleanala have just reiterated this in Condition 5, but it 
was never intended that the 65 limit be applied to the Summer period only, as suggested by 
CAR. 



If the North Runway opens at the end of August 2022, then the 65 limit should be applied 
straight away and maintained until the planning authority amends the condition. The CAR 
needs to refer to ANCA who oversee these conditions which are deemed operating 
restrictions as per the Aircraft Noise Bill. Local residents will robustly defend Condition 5 and 
the introduction of the 65 flight limit once the North Runway is operational.  

It is imperative that CAR seek guidance and clarity from ANCA in order to designate the 
correct coordination parameters for Winter 2022. 

Yours Sincerely 
Liam O'Gradaigh 
 


